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Real World Math students got 
a sneak peak at next year’s 
Algebra course with Alycia 

McNally and Danielle Vagts!

Enjoying the beautiful weather while solving two-step equations!

Dear Families,

This is my chance to tell you all how wonderful it has been 
to serve you and your children as the Director of Special 
Education. At the April 2024 Board of Education Meeting, I 
was officially appointed as the Deposit Elementary Principal. 
I feel really lucky to serve Deposit families and children in 
this new way.  Currently, we have Beatrice Bailey serving as 
our substitute Director. She served here in this role before I 
started here in 2015. She is a pro at working with families, 
schools, agencies, and children. She has led your CSE 
meetings this Spring effectively and well. We are so lucky 
she was able to come back to assist us!

In the meanwhile, I am not leaving the District, and I am 
here for your children in the Elementary building. I hope you 
will reach out with any questions, concerns, or compliments 
regarding the Elementary in the
 coming months and years.

Thank you all so much for your 
support and willingness to work 
with me as a team member!
Have a great summer!
~ Lauri

Welcome back, Bea!



16 Keys to Motivate your Teen
Do you feel like your teen:

1. Lacks motivation, focus or direction?
2. Doesn’t work hard enough?
3. Doesn’t plan for the future?
4. Hasn’t taken responsibility for his or her 

life?

If you answered “yes” to any of these 
questions, check out this free e-book written 

by specialist Daniel Wong.

https://www.daniel-wong.com/16-keys-to-
motivating-your-teenager/

https://www.daniel-wong.com/16-keys-to-motivating-your-teenager/
https://www.daniel-wong.com/16-keys-to-motivating-your-teenager/


The Anxious Generation Part one
 

In the book The Anxious Generation, social psychologist Jonathan Haidt lays out the facts about 
the epidemic of child/teen mental illness that hit many countries at the same time. He then 

investigates the nature of childhood, including why children need play and independent 
exploration to mature into competent, thriving adults. Haidt shows how the “play-based 

childhood" began to decline in the 1980s, and how it was finally wiped out by the arrival of the 
"phone-based childhood" in the early 2010s.  He also explains why social media damages girls 

more than boys and why boys have been withdrawing from the real world into the virtual world, 
with consequences for themselves, their families, and their societies.  He suggests these 4 main 

rules:
•No smart phones before high school. Haidt says kids' brains are not ready for the addictive 
nature of a smartphone before high school, so giving them one earlier is unhealthy. ...
•No social media before 16 years old. ...
•No phones at school. ...
•More independence, free play and responsibility in the real world.

TECHNOLOGY:
1. The book says that today parents overprotect children and adolescents in the real world and 
under protect them in the virtual world. Do you see this happening? Where?
2. What problems do smartphones, social media, and screens solve in your family, and what 
problems do they create?
3. Do you have any tech rules in your home? Do they work? Are there some that you have heard 
of, or would like to try?
4. What would you like to change, if anything, about your kids’ relationship with smartphones and 
social media? What about video games and other screen-based activities?
5. How are your kids different online and offline?

PLAY:
1. The book says that one problem with a phone-based childhood is that it replaces the hours 
children would otherwise spend playing in the real world: “Children are, in a sense, deprived of 
childhood.” Do you agree about this for children in general or your own? What exactly are kids 
missing out on?
2. Think back on your own childhood. What are your most thrilling memories? Could your child 
have a similar experience today?
3. What did you get from “just playing” as a kid?
4. “Free play” means playing without adults organizing or even supervising. What reservations do 
you have about allowing your own children more unsupervised time?

SOME POSSIBLE ACTIONS YOU CAN TAKE:
1. Partner up with a few other families to delay giving your child a smartphone until high school. 
Give them a flip phone instead.
2. Partner up with a few other families to delay giving your child access to social media until age 
sixteen.
3. Set tech boundaries in your household. For example, no screens during mealtime or before 
bed. Consider leaving phones/tablets out of reach. (Buy an alarm clock.)
4. Take turns with other families to host a screen-free game, craft or play night.  



Autism Awareness month
April was Autism Awareness 
month with the theme 
“Celebrate Differences”.  The 
DCS faculty supported this 
cause in raising awareness 
about autism acceptance and 
promoting inclusion and 
connectedness for people with 
Autism.  

Out of this world!
Students in Mrs. Molino and 
Mrs. Bosworth’s Integrated 
Co-Teach class recently 
published books about the 
solar system!  They celebrated 
by hosting an Author’s Day 
party and invited family and 
staff to celebrate!  

The 'Jacks mentor program went to the Senior Center to watch a k-9 demonstration. 
The students socialized with the seniors and learned about the k-9 program. Ms. 

Gottshall, Ms. Megivern and Ms. Wright led the trip.
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